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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable adaptation to operation 
characteristic of the Internet, such as a fire wall for transfer of service 
use information, to control the transfer, to easily alter and extend a 
system, and to secure the security at the time of the transfer. 
SOLUTION: Distribution agents 1 1 1 and 112 and a gathering agent 14 are 
connected through a communication network 10. A setting information 
data base 1 5 wherein pieces of setting information of the distribution 
agents 1 1 1 and 112 and gathering agent 14 are centralized and managed 
is provided. The distribution agents 1 1 1 and 112 and gathering agent 14 
obtain the setting information of the distribution agents 111 and 112 and 
gathering agent 14 from the data base 15, determine a transfer method 
for service use information according to the setting information, and 
transfers the service use information by the method from the distribution 
agents 111 to 1 12 to the gathering agent 14. 
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